A rq u eo lo g ia e E tnologia, São P aulo, 9: 143-161, 1999. RESUMO: Este artigo trata dos selos de ânforas Dressel 20 custodiados no Museu de Verulamium (Reino Unido). Após uma introdução às ânforas Dressel 20 e à cidade romana de Verulamium (hoje Saint Albans, Reino Unido), há um ca tálogo de 39 selos diversos, calcados pelo autor. Cada selo é referido à literatura anterior, às prováveis olarias produtoras béticas e a selos datados contextualmente em outros lugares. Uma análise do tamanho dos selos e de sua cronologia é seguida de um estudo da origem das ânforas na Bética. O artigo conclui por enfatizar a importância de produzir catálogos de coleções de museus.
Introduction
Dressel 20 amphorae are a very common find in Romano-British sites. These globular amphorae were used to carry olive oil from the Southern Spanish province of Baetica (Clak-Maxwell 1899; Bonsor 1931; Ponsich 1974 Ponsich , 1979 . Its large body with handles and short neck ends in a basal knob. These amphorae, also known as Beltran V, Ostia I and Callender II (Peacock & Williams 1986: 136-140) , are found in almost the whole Roman world. They were produced from the early Principate up to the mid third century AD (cf. map with potteries in B aetica). D ressel 20 am phorae usu ally bore in scrip tions, titu li p ic ti and stam ps. P ainted inscriptions are not easily found because of their difficult conservation in norm al archaeological conditions. Stamps, on the other hand, are common (*) Departamento de História, Instituto de Filosofia e Ciên cias Humanas da Universidade Estadual de Campinas. ly found in British sites. Dressel 20 stamps found in Britain have been published since the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, vol: VII, in the last century (inscriptions in the number 1331) and M. Callender (1965) was a p ioneer in the p u b licatio n o f a comprehensive catalogue of stamps found up to the 1950s. In the last three decides, there were a lot of stamps published in different papers, reports and books. However, there is still a lack of studies of all Dressel 20 stamps from specific sites. St. Albans is a case in point. T h an k s to the D irec to r o f the Verulamium Museum, Dr. Chris Green, I was able to rub all the 49 Dressel 20 stored in that Museum and to study them in order to understand the consumption of Spanish olive oil in that Roman town.
Verulamium (St.Albans) was not an unimpor tant early Roman town: at the centre o f the Catuvellauni territory, the Roman city developed with only peripheral military activity (M illett 1992: 77) and very soon it became a municipium ciuim romanorum (Rivet 1975: 111; cf. Reynolds 1975: 73; Tacitus, Ann., xiv,33 Rev. do M useu de A rqueologia e Etnologia, São P aulo, 9: 1 4 3-161, 1999. settlement, comparing favourably with such con tinental sites as Avignon, Orange or Arles. The earliest town developed rapidly gaining a basilica and forum, a theatre, hypocaust, and walls (Collinwood & M yres 1963: 189 et passim ) . Frere (1972 Frere ( , 1983 produced a comprehensive report of the archaeological work at Verulamium as well as an historical account of its development from its inception. Recent critical reappraisals of the evi dence (Millett 1992: 69-71) do not change the fact that Verulamium was an important Roman town for the first two centuries of Roman rule in Britain. Verulamium town centre was vibrant and dynamic during the first and second centuries and the adorn ment of the city continued to the middle of the third century (Millett 1992: 107, 134) , exactly the period when Dressel 20 were imported into the city. This explains the number of Dressel 20 stamps from the city (49) held at the Verulamium Museum, one of the largest collections from Britain. The recent publication of monographs on the overall consumption of olive oil in Britain (Funari 1996 , Carreras & Funari 1998 opens the way to the study of specific towns and the aim of this paper is thus to collect the stamps stored at a local museum, producing a catalogue of stamps, and to interpret the evidence available in the museum. Besides, the stamps will be studied as an odd evidence on the olive oil consumption at Verulamium both in terms of the im portation from different potteries and pro d u cing areas in B a etica and in term s o f consumption pattern changes in time. Romana, 26, 1972: 404-432. Amphora production centres are located on the map.
Catalogue of stamps
The stamps are classified by the Roman nomen, usually the second letter of a set of three letters representing the Roman tria nomina. The names are considered to refer to estate owners or to owners of the olive oil inside the amphora. There are also the names of potteries, usually explicitly referred to as figlinae ("potteries"). After the name of the producing figlino there are also the names of the most probable regional centre in Baetica and finally the name of one of the three conuentus or "counties" in which the Baetis Valley was administratively divided (Hispalis = Seville; Astigi = Écija; Corduba = Córdoba). These data are studied in the latter part of this paper. Rev. do M useu de A rqueologia e Etnologia, Sao P aulo, v: 143-161, 1999. 
l.L A N T SV R I
Published in Verulamium III, xiv, no. 5 Professor Remesal published in 1989 a study of these stamps, to which I send the reader to a comple te analysis. It is based on the identification of a family C(), being active for generations in the region. LFC would thus be identified as Fabius Cilo Septiminus Acilianus Lepidus Fulcianus, clarissimus uir, ordina ry consul in AD 204, LFCCRESCCVF being another person of the same family (Remesal 1989: 143-5 
Stamp size analysis
Dressel 20 stamps usually follow some standard Roman inches sizes, most notably the half an inch or semuncia height (c.12.5 mm). M ore than thirty percent of all stamps from Verulamium follow this standard (Table 1) and it is probable that we should include the 0.7 stamps in this category, considering the lack of sharpness in both ours and ancient rulers. In that case, 58.6% of all stamps measure c. half a Roman inch, almost the same result for 489 Dressel 20 stam ps found elsew h ere in B ritain (57% ; unpublished data collected by the author). Many stamps follow specific standards, like sescuncia x semuncia (= 1.8 x 0.6; e.g. Stamp n .l), sescuncia x digitus (= 1.6 x 0.9; e.g. Stamp n. 10), sextans x semuncia (= 2.0 x 0.6; e.g. Stamp n. 19), uncia et digitus x semuncia (= 1.9 x 0.6; e.g. Stamp n. 24), quadrans x uncia (=3.0 x 1.0; e.g. Stamp n. 29), sextans et lycus x semuncia (= 2.3 x 0.6; e.g. Stamp n. 30) and sextans et semuncia x semuncia (= 2.6 x 0.6; e.g. Stamp n. 38; Table 2 ).
Chronological analysis
Thirty eight stamps from Verulamium are datable (Table 3) . Antonine stamps are a plurality (42%), with a good representation of late, Flavian and FlavianTrajanic samples. The small percentage of Pre-Flavian stamps remains to be explained, considering that at London, for example, 24% o f all stamps are early, and at Verulamium only 7.8% (the figures for the third century are quite similar, 15.7% at Verulamium and 15% at London).
Origin o f the am phorae in Baetica
Thirty stamps from Verulamium can be assigned to producing potteries in Baetica (Table 4 and 5). Comparing the percentages of stamps and of potteries located in each of the three conuentus exporting olive oil it is clear that the Hispalis region with only half the potteries was able to export two thirds of the stamped amphorae, while Astigi exported less than expected (13.3% for 17.1% of all potteries) and Cordubaeven less (19.9% for 30 .% of all potteries). Comparing these data with those from London, it is possible to suppose Antonine period up to their absence in the third century. This is in contrast to the stable figures in London (24.9% ; 27.7% ; 20% ; 22%; 23.8% ) but it is difficult to say if the sm aller sam ple from Verulamium (only 28 stamps) in com parison with London (120 stamps) is not at least a partial expla nation for this difference. On the other hand, the material from Corduba is more evenly represented at Verulamium (50%; 24.9%; 28.5%) than at Lon don (3.5%; 37.4% ; 5%).
Conclusion
The collection o f D ressel 20 stam ps from Verulamium adds to our knowledge of olive oil consumption in Roman Britain, particularly in the civilian area in the South and East of the province. The main conclusions are:
1. Hispalis producers exported to Verulamium at the average level of Britain (Verulamium=66.6%; Britain = 70.4%), while Corduba exported much more to Verulamium than the average (Verulamium = 19.9%; Britain = 6.5%). In that case, the closest parallel is to be found in London. Astigi producers, as a consequence, exported less than the average (Verulamium = 13.3%; Britain=22.8%) and the closest parallel is found at Caerleon(13.6%); 2. In chronological terms, Pre-Flavian stamps are underrepresented at Verulamium (7.8%; Britain = 39.5%), as is the third century material (Verulamium 15 .7%; Britain = 20.9%). As a consequence, Flavian and Flavian-Trajanic stamps represent 31.4% while for Britain the figure is only 12.7%. Perhaps this could be explained by-the development of the city at this period, although it could also be the result of different excavation data.
The detailed study of Dressel 20 stamps from different sites is the only way o f enhancing our understanding of the olive oil consumption in Roman Britain (Funari 1991:71) . Moreover, the publication of stamps from museum collections is a way of producing catalogues to be used by other scholars interested in the stored material. GRA DOS (26) QFAT (10) ICI (6) QFV ( ABSTRACT: The paper deals with Dressel 20 amphora stamps stored at the Verulamium Museum (U.K.). After an introduction to the Dressel 20 amphorae and to the Roman city of Verulamium (nowadays Saint Albans, U.K.), there is a catalogue of 39 different stamps rubbed by the author. Each stamp is referred to earlier literature, to the probable producing potteries and to stamps dated contex tually elsewhere. A stamp size and chronological analysis is followed by a study of the origin of the amphorae in Baetica. The paper concludes emphasizing the importance of producing catalogues from museum collections.
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